Week 1 Thursday Sth February Term 4

Dates for your calendar:

Thursday 5th February NOTE: Senior school swimming 5th February to Tues 10th Feb for Areas 1,2,3 & 7
Tuesday 10th February Ideas sharing get together morning—Staffroom 9.00am—9.45am

Thursday 12th February Prep Parent Information Session—4.30pm

Wednesday & Thursday 18th & 19th of Feb. World of Maths—Term 1 Cultural Activity
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It’s hard to believe that the 2009 school year is already underway. Whilst the heat has been hard to cope
with, the students have been totally engaged in their learning. All staff have spent time at school over the
term break preparing for the year and ensuring their rooms are organised, equipment in place and lessons
planned. Thank you to parents in ensuring that their children are in correct school uniform complete with a
broad brimmed hat. With organised staff, organised students and supportive parents all goes well for a
fantastic year in education.

It is rather strange as the new principal not having to introduce myself to the school community. I have met
most of the new parents and their children and certainly welcome them to school. I will be working hard at
continuing to develop a supportive and motivated school and its community where everyone is encouraged
to make the most of their opportunities. Over the next few weeks staff will be conducting parent interviews
where the discussion will be child centred around how can we best meet the needs of each and every child.
Teachers will be testing students and building a profile of strengths and challenges for their students to
guide their teaching.

Welcome!

I would like to welcome three new staff members to Melrose this year. As most of you would know Deb
Bowman has been appointed as Assistant Principal to work alongside Maree and myself. Deb’s main
responsibilities will be in the literacy field as well as working with the prep, grade 1&2 students, parents
and teachers. Also welcome to Rebecca Clarke who is teaching prep in area 14. Rebecca completed her final
teaching rounds at the school last year and is well known to the school community. As equally well known
is Priya Singh, who taught at the school last year and this year is working in area 1 for two days a week.

If you have walked the school over the past few days and in particular near the junior area you would have
noticed a big change. A lot of time and effort has been put into landscaping the bank area along Schultz
Court to provide a new and exciting place for kids to play, sit, read and enjoy. We have held off planting at
the moment and will wait until it becomes cooler and hopefully rains. It is planned when the time is right to
plant shade trees and drought tolerant grasses and shrubs. Murray



ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS

As we begin a new year, | would like to
acknowledge the hopes of every parent
to raise children who are responsible,
concerned, and caring members of
society. At Melrose we want children to
do well, enjoy learning, experience
success and be happy. Home and school partnerships
are essential to achieve this. As parent, you count for
more than 50% of y withisome hi
researchers estimating up to 85%. Whatever the
percentage, we all agree that when parents are
actively involved in their children’s education, the
children do better at school.
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Some of the benefits of having parent involvement at
school includes:

AGrades and assessment results are higher
AStudent sé6 attitudes
AAttendance is better

AMore homework is completed

AEnrolment in higher education is greater
AAcademic programs are more successful; and
AThe school, as a whole, is more effective.
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This week your child brought home an information
pack that included a few school policies and
procedures. Please read through each policy because
the information will enable you to support your child by
making sure he/she is prepared for success at school
by completing homework, wearing correct uniform,
arriving at school on time and following the student
code of conduct. If you have any questions about this,
pl ease discuss them with
parent-teacher meetings next week.

We ask you to see yourselves in partnership with
Melrose and encourage you to become involved with
the school. My hope and drive is that 2009 is a
rewarding and successful year for students, families
and staff. Letédés work tog

Regards, Maree

Dear Parents and Carers

Throughout the year we plan to hold some regular
and informative Parent sessions at school. The
focus for each session may be quite varied but all
sessions will assist you to become more familiar
with various aspects of
provide you with tips to use at home.

We would love to hear your ideas about the types
of areas which would be useful to you and so we
are inviting you to come along to have a tea/coffee
and share your ideas with us.

This idea-sharing get together will take place in the
staffroom next Tuesday the 10th February from
9.00amd 9.45am. We hope to see as many
parents as possible.

Thanks. Deb

Hi everyone

I would like to say a big thank you to everyone
who has made me feel so welcome over the past
couple of weeks. Melrose is a fantastic place to
be and I am really looking forward to working
with students, teachers and parents over the
coming year. Please come and say hello and

have a chat. Deb
| ddos | earning
PREP PARENT

INFORMATION SESSION

| P :-_-:J_: On Thursday the 12th
l f= February Deb Bowman and
vo... Maree Geoghegan will hold a
Prep Parent Information
bERSIPN- i Thig is ar importang $e§3'06 pfind quy, ¢
how you can help your child to thrive in their first
year of schooling. The session will run from 4.30
onwards and free childcare is available.
From 4.00pm-4.30pm classrooms will be open for
you to visit - work samples and photos will be
shown. Afterwards we will have a sausage sizzle
for a social gathering.

Please bring along a picnic mat or chairs. We will
provide the meat and the bread. If you would like
salad etc please bring along your own, along with
plates and cutlery. This is an alcohol free event. It
will be a nice relaxing way to meet other families
yvardutheir childrénda® svelk as dhehPeep temchers, h e
Principal and Assistant Principals.
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Out of School Care Staff Would Ilke to advise

Parents that, due to rising costs, there will be an
increase in the cost of fees as from 1st March
2009. The last increase was in 2006.

Before School Care $9.00
After School Care  $12.00
vic&idn'caré hi | $3909

Bookings are now being taken for Before/After School
Care. Please ring and book for care.
Wendy 60591955 Kimmie 60596158

education

We have a staffing ratio and children must be
booked in by parents. Please do not send your
child without booking first.

See you there, Kimmie and Staff.
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+— Term 1 Cultural Activity

! WORLD OF MATHS
Wednesday 18th Feb Yrs P-3
Thursday 19th Feb Yrs 4-6

A letter was sent home today regarding our
Term 1 Cultural activity.

This is an excellent opportunity for
students to participate in solving a variety
of problems from large, hands-on displays
and puzzles. The cost is $6.60 per child.

Pl ease send this
classroom teacher by Friday 13th
February.

Parents are encouraged to attend.
Specific times will be published in the
newsletter closer to the date.

Language Centre at Wodonga Middle
Years College Felltimber Campus
Study a Language Other Than English
in 2009

Enrolments are being taken now.

The classes are available to all primary and
secondary students from government, catholic and
independent schools. Adults are also welcome to
applyd we have increasing numbers enrolling.
The languages and levels which actually run
depend on student demand. The starting date for
classes will be February 9th 110th. Contact
Laurie Frost on 0427 564480 or Wodonga Middle
Yrs College on 6057 9000 or email
frostcrom@bigpond.com as soon as possible if
you are interested.

Year 10 for Parents at Wodonga TAFE
You can gain your Year 10 in an adult learning
environment. The support of experienced teacher
will help you achieve your goals. If attending full
time, you will complete your course in 5 monthsd
Wed Thur and Frid school friendly hours. Or ask
about part time day courses. For more info please
phone Sue Bloye 60556554

Considering Returning to Study
or the Workplace?

TAFE NSW Riverina Institute is offering Certificate
11 in Skills for Work and Training at the Albury
Campus. The course is fee exempt and runs for
one semester fulltime during the day. Part time
study is also available i commencing 16th Feb.
Phone Barbara Heron on 60582893.

LAECG MEETING NOTICE

To Parents, Students, Koorie Education

workers and interested Community

members.
You are encouraged to attend the next LAECG
meeting.
Date: 11/3/2009
Time: 1.00pm to 3.00pm
Venue: Mungabareena Aboriginal Corporation, 21
Hovell Street Wodonga

WOULD LIKE TO INVITE BOYS AND
GIRLS OF ALL AGES TO JOIN UP WITH
OUR

*FAMILY FRIENDLY CLUB*
WHEN: SUNDAY 15™ FEBUARY
WHERE: JELBART PARK, LAVINGTON
TIME: 9.00am till 12.00pm
COME AND MEET THE COACHES HAVE
KICK AND GET INVOLVED IN THE GAME THAT’S
ENJOYED BY OVER
260 MILLION PEOPLE WORLDWIDE.

Enquiries: Jason Fitzpatrick 0412856284
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BILLY BALLOS 2009 SEASON

Starting on Wednesday 11th Feb.
A fun introduction to Basketball and a chance
to develop ball skills. Each child receives a
basketball, t-shirt and cool certificate. For
kids aged 5-10 years.
Where: Albury Sports Stadium, 229 North St
Albury at 4.30pm
Phone 60513490

AUSSIE HOOPS COACHING PROGRAM
Mini basketball for kids 10 years and under. Aussie
Hoops is for boys and girls who know how to play, or
have the basic skills. Weekly sessions for 1 hour are
held on Tuesdays 4.30—5.30pm starting Tuesday 10th
Feb. Call the Albury Sports Stadium for more details
ph. 60513490.

Rhythmic Gymnastics Wodonga
Limited positions
&y  Phone Jade on 60569025
g ARTS FOR ALL
— — Classes held after school every
Wednesday. For ages 8 to 12.
Bookings are essential. Begins 11th Feb to April 1st.

4.00pm to 5.30pm at Arts Space Wodonga, cnr
Lawrence and Hovell Sts. Phone 60229600.
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PARENTLINE 13 22 89
Donét cope
www.parentline.vic.gov.au.

Available 7 days a week.
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