
 

 

Week  8                                    Thursday 3rd September 2009                      Term 3 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Friday 4th 
Friday 11th 
Monday 14th 
Wednesday 16th 
Friday 18th 

Area 7 EQ Assembly 
Vacation Care bookings must be finalised 
School Concert 
Grade 3/4 Camp 
Last Day Term 3 

October Monday 5th First Day Term 4 

 

ñSOCIAL NETWORKING -  BE ALERT!ò 
The 21st Century has seen the advent of a totally new and innovative form of social networking 
amongst our students.  Gone are the days of meeting at the milk bar or going for a walk, run or 
bike ride to chat.  The new way for our young IT users is through texting, emailing, chat rooms 
and networking websites. The number of text messages sent daily exceeds the population of 
the planet. 
 
An amazing fact is that social networking websites make up at least six of the top fifteen    
websites worldwide; examples of these are YouTube, Bebo, Facebook and My Space. They 
are an excellent way to communicate with anyone; our students are globally connected.  
 
As with any new things, there are also negative aspects to this electronic form of                
communication. Parents and schools are scrambling to come up with ways to address the   
adverse impact, especially in terms of the capacity to be an anonymous method of bullying and 
harassment.  
 
It is essential for parents at home to have a real awareness that there are undesirable people 
out there who anonymously trawl these sites masquerading as young teenagers.   
 
At school these websites can be blocked, but what as parents can you do at home?  Our    
children are so proficient with IT that there is sometimes very little chance of us ñoldiesò    
knowing what they are up to, even though we may think we have a handle on it. In most cases 
these social networking sites are fun for our children, but there are things we can do to       
safeguard and protect our precious children. 
 
We need to be aware, observe and talk to our young people about their website usage. 

         Murray  

Special Dates for your Calendar  



 

 

A Focussed, Non Interrupted Learning Environmentñ
Vital for Effective Learning and Teaching 
At Melrose, we strive to be approachable and easily 
accessible to parents, because we greatly value a positive 
relationship between home and school, and know how vital 
this link is in ensuring each childôs success at school.  
Murray, Maree and myself are available at any time to assist 
you with your questions or feedback and Nicole, Wendy and 
Lyn (in the office) are able to take messages to pass on to 
our staff.  Class teachers are only too willing to meet with you 
to discuss your childôs needs at a mutually, convenient time, 
but we are seeking your assistance in ensuring that our 
teaching time is not interrupted.  From 9.00am until 11.00am 
(in particular) our teachers are absolutely focussed on their 
work, teaching our children and catering for their individual 
learning needs.  Whether it be a whole class focus or a small 
teaching group, we cannot afford to have our learning and 
teaching time interrupted as this will distract and impact upon 
the learning of our children. 
If you need to speak to your childôs teacher, please pop into 
the classroom prior to 9.00am to make a time to meet, or 
leave a message at the office requesting a return call, 
alternatively come and see us in the office and we will be only 
too happy to help you straight away. 
 

Pets in Class 
Just a request to parents, not to bring pets into our 
classrooms unless pre-organised with the class teacher who 
will make a time that does not interrupt learning.  Please be 
aware also that some children (and teachers) have allergies 
to particular animals, and may also experience fear and 
concern unless pre-warned of the animalôs arrival. 
 

Ian Trevaskis 
Over the past two days we have had local author, Ian 
Trevaskis work with every class in the school.  Ian has 
shared his experiences as an author and read some of his 
stories.  He has also taken the time to encourage our children 
to write with rich and descriptive language.  Photos are 
included and there are also reports about Ianôs visit from our 
children in this newsletter.  Ianôs visit has added richness to 
our whole school focus on what good writers do, along with 
individual student goal setting.  We have had a whole school 
writing competition occurring since the beginning of this term 
and the class created stories are now being shared across 
classrooms.  Once they have been shared with students, we 
will have a viewing of these texts for our families, along with 
coffee and morning tea in the staffroom.  The date for this 
event will be advertised next week. 

     Regards,   Deb 
 

Parent Opinion Survey 
As part of our desire to constantly improve what we do, each 
year Parent Surveys are sent to a random sample of families. 
The information is completely confidential as the envelopes 
are not opened by the School. If you received one of these 
surveys could you please return it to the office by tomorrow 
Friday 4th September so it can be sent away for processing.  
Thankyou to those families who have already taken the time 
to complete and return the surveys. The information they 
contain is extremely valuable in helping us address issues 
and concerns raised, and how we are viewed by our parent 
community. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Dear Parents / Carers  
Melrose Primary School will 
be holding their annual         
Fatherõs Day Stall this Friday 
the 4th September in Area 9. 

Gifts will be priced from 50c to $5.00. 
Change is limited and we suggest that $10 
will be ample, so please do not send your 
child with large denominations of notes. All 
classes will visit the stall during the course 
of the day. For further enquiries please 
contact Lyn or Nicole at the Office.  

Thankyou to the parents for all your hard work,  
making and collating all the wonderful gifts that will 

be  available for purchase on the day.  

Plans for Internal Renovations  
The first draft of the plans for the internal         
renovations of the school have finally arrived. The 
plans are on display in the front office for your  
comment. Please feel free to talk to myself, Maree, 
Deb, Lyn or Henry about your ideas. Once there is 
input from parents, School Council, Teachers and 
students, the architects will make modifications to 
meet our needs.  

       Murray  



 

 

 
Wodonga Basketball Association Inc presents Development  3 DAY 
Basketball Camp Suitable for Representative and Division players Ages: 
10 to 16 year olds. Monday 23rd Sept to Wed 25th September. 9:00am ï 
3:00 pm. Wodonga Middle Years College - Huon Campus Wilson St, 
Wodonga. Cost $150 per child. Register at Wodonga Sports & Leisure 
Centre lounge on Thursday September 10th and Friday September 11th, 
5.30  - 6:15pm. Payment required with registration. Cash or Cheque only. 
Limited spots available. Bring your own lunch each day. Contact Lisa on 
0409 385 990 for more information. 
 
Wodonga Cricket Club Inc - Junior Cricket and Milo Cricket        
Registration Afternoon Season 2009 -2010. 

Friday 4th September 2009, 3.30 pm to 6pm at             
Les Cheesley Oval, Martin Park Wodonga. Boys and Girls 
5 years to U17 years welcome. Contact Brendan          
Dalbosco 0428418205 or Jennifer Wain 0404040738 
 

Playground To Podium Albury - Holiday Programs 
Gymnastics/Trampolining. Monday September 21st - Friday September 
25th 9.00am---Noon, Enrol now for 1 day or more,                             
Phone 0412513050 / 60401207. Multi-Sport Program, Monday           
September 28th - Friday October 2nd 9.00am -  3pm, Enrol now for 1 day 
or more Phone 0412513050 / 60401207. 
 
Baranduda Rangers Junior Cricket Club 
Registration days, U11ôs, U13ôs, U15ôs & U17ôs. 11th & 18th September 
at the Baranduda Recreation Reserve BBQ area 3.30 - 5.30pm. Contact 
Steve Reardon 0402 805 274 or 60562418 for more information.  
 
Parkland Tennis Club Summer Tennis Competition  
(Behind the Leisure Centre). Ages 4-18, Commences October 10th @ 
8.30am till 11.00am. Rego Day Sept 20th 9.00am till 1.00pm. Cost 
$34.00 membership (Includes compulsory Insurance) $15/five consecu-
tive weeks or $5/week. New Inclusive Format Quadrants, Mod Squad, 
S S  S q u a d .  C o n t a c t  M i c k  a n d  J a n i n e  Y o u n g 
0417517959, 60595164, email mick@jamtennis.com 

Sun Smart  
Just a reminder, that in Term 4 it will 

again be compulsory for all students 

to wear a broad brimmed hat whilst 

outdoors. Hats are available from all 

school uniform stores or we have  

limited stock for sale at the school 

office 

Remember NO HAT, NO PLAY  

Community News  

 

Ian Trevaskis came to our School on Wednesday 
the 2nd of September. Ian writes fabulous books 
for children. He has written 10 books. Ian told the 

Preps, ones 
and twos how 

to write stories,      
develop ideas 

and how to   
begin a story. 
He has been 
writing for 20 

years.       
Sarah A11 

 
 

Ian Trevaskis came to Melrose  Primary School to 

teach us more about writing stories and books. He 

helped us to know more about our texts and other 

interesting things about writing. Ian was talking 

about the writing process from idea to draft to  

submission to publication. He has read some of his 

award winning picture story books and shared 

them with the students he was with on September 

the 1st. Every time you go in his class he will tell 

you not to talk, and every task that you do, do not 

edit because it is only your rough, rough, rough 

copy. Maddison Area 7 
 

 
 

On the 1st of   
September, Ian 

Trevaskis came to 
Melrose to visit 

the senior school 
and teach us more 

about writing. 
When we were 

writing he told us 
that you can edit at the end rather than the start of your 
story. Ian came to the school to also tell us about how he 
wrote his latest book called òMedusa Stoneó and it took him 
two years to finish and get it published. He said it took him 

two years because he had to make some changes to it     
before it got published. He also told us about what not to 

really worry about too much, like the characters names, the 
title of the book or how much you write. I think everyone 

enjoyed this experience of having a writer at our school and 
learning more about writing stories, and how to make your 

writing better in many different ways. Brittany Area7  

mailto:mick@jamtennis.com


 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


